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One Body, Many Parts 
By Jeff Smith

My wife Carol recently started an activity to share with our family 
called “Story Time”.  It goes like this.  Carol gives a title to a story, 
and then writes the first chapter.  At that point, she passes it on to 
another family member to write the second chapter, and so on.  In 
this manner our three kids’ families each contribute a chapter, and I 
am tasked with adding the final chapter to the story.  

It is very interesting and amusing how the stories develop, especial-
ly since the grand kids are primarily involved in the writing.  The sto-
ries invariably involve enchanted forests, unicorns, and faeries, and 
must have an ending stating, “They lived happily ever after”.  

The chapters, of course, cannot stand by themselves as a complete 
story.  Each chapter is part of the story and each chapter is neces-
sary to complete the story.

The Apostle Paul uses a similar analogy in describing the Church, 
the body of Christ.  He uses the human body instead of a story, and 
body parts instead of chapters, but the idea is the same.  No part 
can stand on its own, and all are necessary to complete the body.  
Of course he says it in more poetic prose as found in 1 Corinthians 
Chapter 12:

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body -- 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit.…21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of 
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  

(continued on page 2) 
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Help Wanted: For 
Food & Fellowship 
Food and Fellowship is an impor-
tant part of our lives and it was 
with Jesus as well. As with all 
works of God it takes many peo-
ple to help. Please contact 
Pamela Nelson-Serafini 
(719-406-8482) for more informa-
tion or sign up on the paper cal-
endar in Fellowship Hall. 

We need at least two people 
each week to bring a plate of 
cookies, a coffee cake, your fa-
vorite dessert or something 
warm and savory. One of the big 
tasks for our Fellowship hosts 
will be cleaning up afterward so 
that the kitchen is ready for the 
next Sunday or for other activi-
ties during the week.

Once a month we will have a 
bigger meal/potluck, so watch E-
Formation and the bulletin for 
those dates.


Our Worship 
Zion’s worship service is at 10 
a.m. each Sunday. We worship in 
the sanctuary and via Zoom. 

Bible Study is at 8:30 a.m. and 
Fellowship time follows worship.

All are welcome! Both large print 
worship bulletins and sermon 
copies are available. Masks are 
at the discretion of each person 
for worship and fellowship. More 
details can be found on our web-
site and in the Sunday Bulletins.

CONNECTIONS 
510 Pine Street, Trinidad CO 81082 / zionsluth@gmail.com

mailto:zionsluth@gmail.com
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http://ZionsLuth.org


Zion’s Lutheran Church May 1, 2022

One Body, Many Parts… 
(continued from page 1) 


22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, …25that there 
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If 
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms 
of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of 
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you 
a still more excellent way.


So it is with our congregation at Zions Lutheran Church.  We are one body, but have many parts.  As the Rev. 
Dr. Becky described our congregation in her homily on Palm Sunday, we are a “group project”.  The Pastor 
might be considered the head.  Other body parts would be the Church Council, the various committees, ush-
ers, lectors, musicians, Flower and Alter Guilds, Five Loaves, Thanksgiving, Angels in Aprons, Bible Studies 
and Sunday School, communion prep, Bread and Belonging, newsletter, bulletin, e-formation, zoom and web 
page staff, numerous other ministries, fellowship hosts, and of course the congregation itself.  

Though some parts are better known than others, each is indispensable for the functioning of our congrega-
tional body.  We rejoice in our diversity and all are welcome and valued.  God wants “no dissension” among 
the parts of the body, and that we “may have the same care for one another”.  

Of course, the individuals who comprise these “body parts” change over time.  We all move on to other roles 
and new Saints take our place.  Pastor Andrea, for instance, officially retired last month.  Our “head” body part 
was lost and we are mourning this loss.  We cannot replace our beloved Pastor Andrea, but as she phases out 
her role as our pastor another will be led to take over that responsibility.  

Our next “head” will need the support of all of us during the transitional period, which I am confident will hap-
pen.  And those who move on to other roles will see “the more excellent way”.  I believe Matthew says it best 
in chapter 25, verse 21; …‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set 
you over much; enter into the joy of your master.’  


And then, we will live happily ever after.


Moving Forward to Share Our Blessings with Afghan Family 
Zion’s is working with the Refugee Cultural Mentor Team through the Lutheran 
Family Services Refugee and Asylee Programs (LFSRM) to help support one of 
the Afghan families relocating to Colorado Springs. The Serafinis (David and 
Pamela) will be the “Lead Points” for our congregation. 

LFSRM has a variety of ways that people can volunteer to help refugees. 
Whether it be compiling welcome baskets or working closely with refugee fami-
lies themselves, LFSRM offers “an array of opportunities suited to your specific 
preferences.” 

The first step to volunteer is to review the opportunities available and then to 
attend an orientation training session. After completing an orientation training, 
each person will need to complete and submit an application and a background 

check. These forms should not be submitted until after each person has attended orientation. 

Volunteering with the LFSRM refugee program provides an opportunity to learn about the current refugee situ-
ation and different cultures, and to participate in refugee advocacy. Details about the orientation training, 
which several members of the congregation already have completed, is available at: https://www.lfsrm.org/
programs-and-services/refugees/refugee-asylee-volunteer-program/.

If you have questions related to Zion’s role in this ministry contact Pamela or David (email: 
lavenderfarmgirl@gmail.com).
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May        
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:30 a.m.: Bible 
Study 
10 a.m.: Worship, 
Fellowship Follows 
4 p.m.: Church 
Council via Zoom 
6 p.m.: B&B

National Day of 
Prayer   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

8:30 a.m.: Bible 
Study 
10 a.m.: Worship, 
Fellowship Follows 
11:30 a.m.: Church 
Council 
6 p.m.: B&B

9:30 a.m.: Women’s 
Bible Study (Fel-
lowship Hall & 
Zoom)

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

8:30 a.m.: Bible 
Study 
10 a.m.: Worship, 
Fellowship Follows 
6 p.m.: Bread & 
Belonging

9:30 a.m.: Women’s 
Bible Study (Fel-
lowship Hall  & 
Zoom) 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

8:30 a.m.: Bible 
Study 
10 a.m.: Worship, 
Fellowship Follows 
6 p.m.: Bread & 
Belonging 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

Five Loaves  
Delivery Day 

Five Loaves  
Delivery Day

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

8:30 a.m.: Bible 
Study 
10 a.m.: Worship, 
Fellowship Follows 
6 p.m.: Bread & 
Belonging

Birthdays: 

  2 — Amy Navarette 

  2 — Jennifer Erickson

  6 — Jeannine Hagen

  9 — Kimber Begano

11 — Linda Theige 

12 — Trey Otten

13 — Steve Karspeck

17 — Ruthie Culpepper

Ushers: 
01  — David Serafini & Pamela Nelson-Serafini                          
08  — Carol Schulzkump & Hailey Bearden 
15              — Joni Jones & Pat Fletcher 
22   — Peggy Gustafson & Cherie Holder 
29  — Jeff & Carol Smith

Lectors: 
01   — Mary McKenna 
08   — John Rygiel 
15              — Pat Fletcher 
22   — Peggy Gustafson 
29   — Jeff Smith

Memorial Day 

Synod Assembly in Loveland —  
Lisa Rygiel & Carol Schulzkump attending for Zion’s

Zion’s Campout at Trinidad Lake

http://ZionsLuth.org
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Zion’s Celebrates Pastor Andrea and her Ministry

More than 80 people attended the Sunday, April 24, 
worship service and fellowship, for Pastor Andrea 
Doeden as witness to two important events. The first 
was the celebration of Pastor Andrea and her 
decade of service to Zion’s Lutheran, making her the 
second longest-serving pastor in the church’s al-
most 135-year history.

The second event was more sobering as it signaled 
the conclusion of Pastor Andrea’s role leading the 
congregation. Bishop Jim Gonia, who personally will 
handle Zion’s pastoral transition, presided at the 
Litany of Thanksgiving at the Conclusion of the Call. 
During fellowship time, he also invited people to 
share their stories and messages for Pastor Andrea.

The emotional and heartfelt messages prompted 
Pastor Andrea to say, “You all have grown me to 
make me the pastor that I am.” She reiterated her 
thanks in the April 25 E-Formation, “You were so 
generous in your affirmations of how my love for you 
has affected you.” 

On Monday, through the weekly E-Formation message, she expanded upon her comments saying:


“The Bishop also asked me to encourage you as you move forward and I hope my words conveyed a 
blessing to you yesterday.   As I recalled my blessing however, I decided I didn't like one phrase I used.   I 
said, "Keep on doing what you are doing" and while what we are doing is amazing (just look above), if we 
stay static and do not respond to how God is leading us to new and different ways of being his hands and 
feet in this world, Christ's ministry will falter!   
“We must always look to God's faithfulness in the past but follow the Holy Spirit into the future.   Where is 
God calling us to go and share fierce love?  We are called to love God and love every neighbor and we still 
have some work to do, but we are doing it together and with the Holy Spirit, I pray our work at Zion's will 
continue to grow and shine the light of Christ everywhere and on everyone!” 

While Pastor Andrea no longer is the regular pastor, Zion’s still will benefit from her message and worship 
guidance as she will be one of the “supply pastors” to grace our worship as long as her health allows. And 
when she isn’t presiding at our worship services, she will continue to honor pastoral commitments — such as 
baptisms — and will worship with us as she is able. As she shared in the E-Formation:


“Zion's, you are an amazing group of followers of Jesus who, like me, are on THE WAY, learning from the 
Lord and one another, loving even more expansively and welcoming even more BECAUSE GOD DOES!  I'll 

miss being your called pastor and transitioning 
back to being a girl with her 'butt in the pew' 
might take a little adjustment for all of us, but I 
am grateful for that gift to me too.   
“I can be a member, participating when able, 
journeying with you in the mission we all share 
and for that I am overflowing with joy.   There is 
so much to say but I'll close with saying you have 
been one of the greatest joys of my life and I 
thank you!” 
Be sure to read Pastor Andrea’s E-Formation 

message for the Week of April 25, available via email or on the Zion’s website at: https://zionslutheran.tithely-
setup2.com/news.
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“I'm still reflecting on the gift Zion's has been 
and is to me.  You have always been a loving, 

encouraging, affirming community to me.  You 
welcomed me into the congregation back in 
2011 and loved me into the pastor I am now.  

This has absolutely been a decade of beautiful 
mutual ministry!” 

As part of the Conclusion of Call Litany by Bishop 
Gonia, church council members laid hands on Pastor 

Andrea.

http://ZionsLuth.org
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Let’s Celebrate God’s Glorious Outdoors & Zion’s Fellowship

By Sharon Sorenson

Do you like to camp, picnic, hike, relax? Here 
is your chance and you don’t even have to 
travel very far to enjoy casual fellowship time 
in God’s glorious outdoors. 

Everyone is invited to join the upcoming Zion’s 
campout for one or two nights Wednesday 
through Friday, May 4-6, at the group camping 
area of Trinidad Lake State Park. 

Those you do not want to stay overnight are 
welcome to come out and enjoy the day and/
or evening either or both days. We will plan for 
meal sharing as we get closer to the outing. 

There is a covered pavilion and some electrici-
ty. There are only three camping sites with electricity available. There are several tent sites in the group 
camping area. The camping reservation cost is being covered by Zion’s, but you will need a park pass, 
available at the Trinidad Lake park and Fisher’s Peak park headquarters as well as from such authorized 
agent as Fisher’s Peak Outfitters, Safeway, Ringo’s, Wal-Mart, Big R, and Mountain Liquor and General 
Store (on Hwy 12/Robinson Avenue). 

Please RSVP to Sharon Sorenson (sks.stargateco@gmail.com) by Saturday, April 30, if you are interested 
and let her know if you will need a campsite, how many nights you will camp, or if you just want to partici-
pate on either or both days without camping.


Help Wanted: Sky Ranch Seeks Summer Staff & Volunteers
Each Summer, Sky Ranch hires 45-50 young adults to serve as counselors, 
guides, program coordinators, specialists and more. Currently, Sky Ranch is 
hiring energetic, responsible, faith centered young adults to mentor youth of 
all ages! Spend a summer in the beautiful Rocky Mountains experiencing 
God's creation while Facilitating an Encounter with Christ. 

Staff work and live in community at camp. Working at Sky Ranch requires 
long hours, patience and compassion with children, and a desire to share 

faith. Working at Sky Ranch also includes outdoor adventures, new friendships, leadership development, and 
so much more! Staff should love working with kids, be open to guiding faith conversations, willingness to 
share and learn new skills to take with you down the mountains. Summer salary starts at $3,000 and includes 
two weeks of training, Wilderness First Aid and CPR, and room and board. 

Sky Ranch is hiring for a variety of roles this summer, check out our website for more information. We look 
forward to seeing you up the mountain this summer. For more information visit: https://www.skyranchcol-
orado.org/employment.

In addition, Sky Ranch also benefits from the services of volunteers in such roles as camp nurse and adminis-
trative or office support. The ministry of Sky Ranch is possible because of these generous volunteers! Sky 
Ranch volunteers collectively donate more 2,000 hours of service to the camp each year. If you have some-
thing to offer, let them know!
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ELCA Updates  
Breaking the Silence About Mental Illness —  

Transforming Stigma into Hope 
Save the Date: Sunday, May 1, at 9:30 and 11 a.m. 

What can we do to help reduce stigma about mental illness in our communities? 
Together we will explore how and why personal storytelling is so effective in re-
moving the barriers of stigma and shame.

Dr. Sarah Lund's prerecorded sermon is "Resurrecting Friendship" at 9:30 a.m.  
and the forum is at 11 a.m. on Sunday, May 1, where Sarah will be live on Zoom 
— at https://zoom.us/j/825027809?pwd=SUFEaHhBN1ErZ1FuM1FReS9sTVNr-
UT09#success — from Indiana. Sarah’s 16-year-old niece died by suicide in the 
fall of 2020 and after her death the family learned that stigma was one of the 
barriers to getting help. 

Sarah currently serves as Minister for Disabilities and Mental Health Justice on 
the national staff of the United Church of Christ and as senior pastor of First 
Congregational UCC of Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Sarah joined two U.S. Department of Health and Human Services national Think 
Tanks, the first about faith communities and suicide, and the second Think Tank about faith communities 
and youth mental health.


Overwhelmed? ELCA Offers Conversation & Support 
For more than two years, many people have used the term "overwhelmed’ to describe how they're feeling. 
We've struggled with a pandemic, including deaths and severe illnesses in our families and communities, 
social division, economic disruption, and more. There's a clinical word that can be used to describe this 
feeling: trauma.

Join us as we find paths to understanding what we're coping with, and ways to support one another 
through these unusual times. The facilitator, Dr. Edward Mooney, an ELCA pastoral ministry candidate in 
Colorado, is a researcher and educator who has spent years studying the effects of trauma in schools. 

There are three Zoom opportunities for learning and conversation so register at: https://app.smartsheet.-
com/b/form/c2cdbdc55f724646aa299327b1c2dc0c. 

Dates to participate are: Tuesday, May 24, from 6:30-9 p.m. —  Thursday, June 2, from 6:30-9 p.m., and 
Saturday, June 11, from 9-11:30 a.m.


What’s Happening in Zion’s Lutheran Family? 
Our dear sister Pat Fletcher has announced plans to move to Florida.

Congratulations to two new sisters in Christ — Tracy Wahl, baptized on Easter 
Sunday; and Angela & Avery Holshouser, baptized on Saturday, April 30.

Pastor Janet Rawlins, passed away in July 2021. She was ordained in 1986 by 
the Episcopalian Archdiocese as one of Colorado’s first female priests. As-
signed to Trinity Episcopal Church, she was the longest serving Vicar in that 
Church’s history, retiring when the Church closed in 2008. She went on to serve  
two years as Zion’s interim pastor. At worship on May 1, Zion’s Bread & Be-
longing youth will honor Pastor Rawlins with a presentation to her family rec-
ognizing her service to Zion’s Lutheran and to the community in Trinidad.
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Easter baptism of 

Tracy Wahl
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Spotlight On:  
Indoors & Outdoors: Team Highlights Beauty of Creation 

By Jo Moss

Whether tidying around the church grounds, planting a butterfly garden, 
landscaping or dividing and delivering Sunday flower arrangements to 
those who need a little bit of cheer, the role of the flower team at Zion’s ex-
tends beyond the beautiful flowers that grace our sanctuary each Sunday. 

The team’s recent endeavors included floral arrangements to beautify the 
sanctuary for both Easter Sunday and for Pastor Andrea’s ministry celebra-
tion on April 24. Each Sunday, except during Lent when greens are used, 
the team under the expert tutelage of Lynn Chase, provide altar flowers and 
for special Sundays and worship, extra flowers throughout the sanctuary. 

This Spring, the team moved outdoors, not only to work on landscaping 
and clean up, but also to plant flowers in front of the Fellowship Hall, and 

are in the process of creating 
a “butterfly garden” (good 
idea Julie Wersal) designed 
to attract butterflies. 

The flower team exemplifies 
teamwork and fellowship as 
they perfect their designs, 
both indoors and outside, 
amid holy chatter, and often 
a break for lunch or snacks. 

The flower designs and 
landscape work are labors of 
love and a blessing not only 
to us at Zion’s, but also to 
the glory of God.

For more information, con-
tact Lynn Chase.
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Pictured Above: Cherie Holder 
finishing altar bouquet; Easter 

preparations with Mary 
McKenna, Cherie Holder, 

Becky McNeil, Paula Little & 
Lynn Chase. Left: Paula Little 
with Easter arrangement; and 
Lynn Chase & Mary McKenna 

doing some outside gardening.
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From Our History Books:  
Zion’s Sanctuary Built in Less Than a Year for $4,500 

(Excerpts from an historic overview by Paula Olson Chancellor for the 
100th Anniversary of Zion’s Lutheran) 
Even while searching for its first pastor, the founding members of Zion’s 
Lutheran were eager to move forward with building a sanctuary and, in 
rapid succession, completed resolutions and requirements to incorpo-
rate. The congregation decided to buy property for a church building, to 
construct it, to purchase hymnals, and to call their first pastor (at an 
annual salary of $400) all within it first year of organization.

On April 14, 1888, a committee was formed to find and recommend a 
suitable property for the church. Just two days later, the committee’s 
recommendation was accepted and Zion’s present church property 
was purchased with funds from members and money borrowed from a 
bank. The first called Pastor F. Lothringer worked with a committee of 
four — Herman & Ernest Reisch, Charles Richter, and Charles Innes — 
to formulate plans for the construction of the sanctuary and hire an architect. Reportedly, the architect made 
few changes to the plans, which became part of the overall design of the sanctuary. It was built in 11 months 
at a cost of approximately $4,500. 

A disagreement between Pastor Lothringer and the congregation involving the ceremony for laying of the 
sanctuary cornerstone resulted in his departure before the building was completed. However, work continued  
on the sanctuary. The result was our current structure, which architects throughout the United States have 
described as “an architectural jewel, vibrant with uninhibited freedom in reverent expression.” Research by 
architects and church officials also has noted that, “Nowhere on earth stands a building of the same architec-
tural design and background.”

The sanctuary was dedicated on Feb. 23, 1890.


Zion’s Lutheran Church

510 Pine Street

Trinidad CO 81082
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